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JON MCCURLEY  Uh, I don’t know, maybe we should 
talk about the play and what was bad with it? Or is 
that dumb in a magazine, we should promote it, say it’s 
great. Maybe something that I always think about is Being 
Canadian. If you see the play that’s on the cover of the 
magazine right now, it’s not Canadian.

AMY LAM   Which one?

J   The one about Icarus. It’s a re-enactment of the 
story of Icarus. You and I have no good reason to re-do 
Icarus. It’s like, I don’t give a shit about Icarus. Icarus can 
shut up. Icarus, why would anybody want to do Icarus? When 
you see the play Icarus, it’s not Canadian. But it’s Icarus. You 
know? It’s supposed to be really good. Let’s just guess why. 
It’s probably because the guy can act, and it’s written in a 
way that’s sturdy, and it’s nice. It’s kind of like you want 
a smart young suitor to come home with your daughter, 
short hair, nice shirt, not ugly… No cuts on his face. If a 
guy shows up with cuts on his face and says “I gave myself 
these cuts because I want to be… This is the new beautiful…” 
You don’t want that guy to date your daughter.

A OK so describe us.

J  We’re like drawn on cuts on the face…

A And it’s CANADIAN.

J Because it’s definitely not scary.

A   Is it Canadian because it’s fake scary?

J   It’s trying to be tough but can’t go that far. Did 
you know, the singer from Gang Gang Dance used to be a 
performance artist, and she set herself on fire, and she has 
huge scars up her body… She burned her body trying to re-
enact some performance art. That scares the shit out of me!

A But who cares?

J    Like, what does it mean? It just means she has crazy 
brain. It just means she’s tough. Like she can make herself 
feel that much pain by choice.

A   But who cares? 

J   It’s like jumping in front of a car to be tough.
A   Yeah. Or what’s the point in re-enacting some tough 
performance art?

J   Yeah, I can see that. Well I’m sure there’s a point.

A   But I think having the fake scars is better!

J   It’s worth it because rather than talking about what’s 
smart or not, it’s like “your body on fire”…  I’m probably 
getting this totally wrong. She probably got set on fire 
by mistake. But assuming she set herself on fire. The act 
of getting hit by a car is worth it. It doesn’t matter what 
it means. It’s just your body hitting this metal thing and 
making it bend and then blood and then twisting around… 
that’s worth it. And then if you think that way, it’s like this 
person is really scary. This person is half psycho...path. We 
know that’s a waste of time, because then you’re in the 
hospital for a week and a half. And it’s not comfortable. 
You have to wear a waist cast for a week. That’s not 
comfortable. I’d much rather just sleep in the hammock… 
OK, so then what do we do about that? We just gotta… 
I don’t know. I have no idea…. Wearing fake scars is way 
funnier…

A   This is like, how are you going to entertain people? 
The difference between cutting your face and letting it bleed, 
and pretending to cut your face and pretend blood, is… 
it’s tragedy or it’s comedy. You want your audience to feel 
different things. 
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J   I have a friend at work, and she has stars on her 
face, but they’re Sharpie. And every day she draws Sharpie 
stars on her face.  It’s different than getting tattoos on 
your face.

A   Yeah, 56…

J   But weirder to draw it everyday. Rather than in 
one action “I’m going to get these tattoos on my face, I don’t 
care whatever.” But if you decide to draw it every day, you still 
look like you’re getting stuff on your face. But it’s 365 times 
more work a year.

A   And therefore much better...

J   Yeah.

A   Yeah.  It’s WAY more American. Being American is not 
just like breaking your bones.

J   Yeah, that’s what the Butthole Surfers talked about.

A  It’s having that slime on your face, and liking it… 

J Then maybe its about signs… Scientology.. what’s the 
study of signs called?



A Semiotics? The reason why drawing on your face is 
more interesting is because there’s that element of “I’m not 
sure if this is the right thing.”  And there’s something so 
much more futile in it. It’s more Canadian.

J Right… So it’s a totally different statement. But both 
are human emotions… If you see someone with a swastika 
tattooed on their face, it’s macho, it’s one emotion. But if you 
draw it on with a pencil crayon… It’s like WHAT.

A You did it, but you’re not really sure of it…

J And you’re ashamed of it.  And that’s Canadian too. So 
then it just depends on what emotion you want to convey. And 
maybe you and I aren’t scary people. And that’s why we can’t 
be scary.

A   It’s way more hopeless to be drawing the stars on 
your face. So much more hopeless.

J   It’s like “all ink is disappearing ink.” Right, so it 
doesn’t matter if you set yourself on fire, or if you have a 
pencil crayon swastika on your face… it has to matter if you 
mean it. Right? Right? Is that what we’re saying? 

A   “You have to mean it”…?

J   Oh god… oh no.
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J   It’s embarrassing to talk about but I don’t think 
toughness is just our problem, it’s like Michael Jackson’s 
“Bad”…

A   What were his records before that?

J   “Off the Wall” and before that was “Ben.” It’s all 
like “ABC”… It’s all soft stuff. He’s got the sweetest little 
voice…  And it’s so sweet and he’s so cute. “The Girl is Mine.” 
And then later you can see he’s struggling with being tough, 
and on “Dangerous” he’s just yelling the whole time.  And 
he’s Michael Jackson. Who’s like a fairy. Who’s like Peter 
Pan. So… In the end it doesn’t matter, because he was both 
cute and tough, and it’s all hits.  What we’re doing is like the 
projection screen falls on our heads.

A   It all belongs to entertainment.

J   What, getting hit by a car?

A  Yeah, or not getting hit by a car.

J   Right, maybe to us. But to other people, it 
depends. I think innately what we do has some element of 
entertainment, because there’s an audience, but if there’s 
somebody in the world who at some point hit themselves with 
a car, maybe they didn’t care about entertainment as much. 
I don’t think it’s the same for everybody. There’s some people 
who do it for different reasons. Like, I don’t know.

A   No audience reasons?

J   Yeah… Or they’re so hurt, or so angry that they’ll do 
something. But there’s always an audience, right? Is that what 
you’re saying?

A   Yeah, but maybe I’m wrong about that. Maybe you can 
do it totally for yourself. Then no one will… well, who knows.

J   Like, in Montreal, I’ve been lining up all my 
toiletries. Like “I guess I’m a crazy person” and then “Yeah, I 
guess I am” but then it’s like you have this idea of yourself you 
present to the world. Like “I’m crazy… here’s proof.” Nothing 
happens just for yourself. Even if it’s I’m going to eat 
jellybeans in rice… For myself…

A Well, it only doesn’t make sense because it does 
make sense to other people, or it does make sense because it 
doesn’t make sense to other people, or whatever. 

J   Yeah. And even if there is no audience, even if it’s not 
intended for an audience, like Grey Gardens or something, 
it still exists in 3-D space. So if someone else understands it, 
they’ll have an opinion on it.
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J    Are we going to do a photo shoot today, where I 
dress up like Paris Jackson? Amy, you think it’s a bad idea 
don’t you.

A   I just think about John Waters.

J   Oh yeah, he did JFK.

A    Or when somebody dies you do something making fun 
of that death before or as soon it happens. So when the 
newspaper articles come out about it the ideal situation 
would be that the article expressing outrage about how 
you’ve made fun of it comes out at the same time.

J  So the idea’s too late. Damn it!

A  Like if we had done that the moment it was shown.

J   In the future when we live in the same city we’ll 
be able to do it. We’ll be like “Michael Jackson’s funeral is 
tonight. Get ready we’re going to do something!” That’s so 
shitty, I’m so upset we didn’t get to do something about 
Michael Jackson! But it’s better late than never right?

A   But then it should be really late. It should be like 
6 years later we bring it up. Right? Or is that too late? Is 3 
weeks is a better time period.

J   We’re going to have to get up really early to do these 
kinds of projects. We’re going to have to get up at 5am.

A   To read all the news from Japan. This man died in 
Nagayaka prefecture…

J   30 seconds ago! Amy, put on your fake suit… Amy, 
call Seth, get the truck! We gotta do that, we gotta dress 
up as Paris Jackson. Maybe we should both be dressed up 
as Paris Jackson, crying. As we do something.



A   As we do something that’s upsetting to us 
personally.

J   We should dress up like paris Jackson and look at 
the woman hitting her head on the diving board. Can we do 
something where we’re both Paris Jackson, side by side 
crying?

A   Or it should be our parents’ funeral. Where we’re 
dressed like Paris Jackson.

J   Oh my god. Wow. That’s so mean. That’s so funny.

A   Best daddy.

J   Wow that’s a great idea.

A&J Best daddy.
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J   Michael Jackson didn’t molest those kids.
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J   I was thinking in the bathroom “What makes 
something interesting?” It’s like, when the first person got hit 
by a car, it was expanding your brain to where ideas can go. 
“Oh you can do that.” There’s infinity places where it can 
go. Pretending to get hit by a car is another place. Or not 
getting hit by car.

A  Or doing it again referencing the first person who 
did it…

J   Is another thing. It’s not the act of physical pain 
that makes it incredible.  Pain is relative, one zit could 
mean more in the whole of my life than getting bit by a hippo 
in a performance. How new the idea is what’s interesting. How 
much pain you can endure, or how long you can do it for… 
That’s nothing. That’s just dust in the candle of the wind. 
I don’t mean like “Oh no we have to think of a new Hardon 
Collider idea right noowwwwww.” It’s more like “Some guy did 
yoga on the Hardon Collider, maybe we should be Hardon 
Collider deniers and never talk about how that guy did 
that”… Is that new?

A  But do you mean “you can do this new thing now” in 
the realm of... Mordor? 

J  It’s the attitude. Its like how fast you can play the 
guitar is inconsequential. It’s not about like how well you 
can shred. It’s when no one has ever shredded, I shred. 

A  But Mordor already includes getting hit by cars or 
changing your face so that it looks like you have 2 noses… 
It accepts everything, so where’s the challenge in expanding 
it? What should our attitude be? Maybe it’s more like 
“When no one has ever shredded I PRETEND to shred.” 
Maybe it’s not the new idea but how inappropriate the new 
idea is.
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J   It’s “All ink is disappearing ink. Respect.” It’s “long hair 
short hair.” It’s like when “Bottle Rocket” came out, it was 
“Why is this person doing this, this isn’t Lethal Weapon 4.” 
And then it’s kind of tough. Where now it’s standard.

A   Or it loses its confusingness or something.

J   Or when Beat Happening came out, it’s pencil 
drawings of cats, but they’re playing shows with Black Flag.  
They’re tough. Because they’re so bold in how cute it is.

A   But you can’t disappear before the ink disappears. 
Right? You can’t be 3 steps ahead of who you are. 

J   I guess “tough” seems like such a dumb thing to 
chase, or try to be… But it seems so worth it, because 
nothing’s tough. Because everything’s bullshit, or 
something.

A   Nothing’s tough? But that’s because culture isn’t 
tough.

J   Because its nothing.

A   Yeah. Culture is NOTHING. 

J   Exactly. Because the only thing that’s tough is right 
now. Like when we went that art show about Germany after 
the war.  And there was the thing about the guy who rented 
the room and built a swastika into a wall… Remember? He 
rented a flat, told people to come check it out.

A    And it had to do with Romanians or something, it 
was some flat that had been occupied by an ethnic minority 
that people didn’t like.

J   And at the time to go there was like, “This is very 
serious, I can’t believe this guy did this,” and sixty years 
later, it’s like, “Duh OK.” Because it’s so long ago we can be 
like “OK whatever let’s go find the Louis the 14ths in this 
biotch.”
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